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C1 READING COMPREHENSION 

PART 1. 
Read the following text and for each question (1-6), choose the option (a, b or c) to complete sentence, 
as in the example (0-b) 

 
THE LONGEST HOUR 

Matthew remembered that one should never swim at night. And here he was, in the sharks’ element, 
utterly at their mercy, although mercy was not a concept one associated with sharks. I am simply prey, he 
thought. Involuntarily, he drew his legs up to his chest in an attempt to make himself less of a target, but 
this served only to make him less buoyant and he had to kick downwards again to stay afloat. And with 
each kick, he thought, I’m sending a signal down through the water into the depths. 
 
Provided that they survive the experience, those attacked by sharks present us with a rather surprising 
account of what it is to face imminent annihilation in the jaws of a predator. Some describe feeling anger at 
the creature attacking them - understandable, perhaps, in the circumstances; others describe a feeling of 
calm verging on acceptance; yet others speak of an overwhelming determination to survive at all costs. This 
last reaction is perhaps the best response, as it can induce people to heroic efforts to repel the shark with 
blows and kicks. And if these are directed at the sensitive part of the shark - the nose, which contains the 
shark’s navigation and sensory organs - then such blows can be successful in persuading the shark to desist. 
After all, it is thought that we do not taste all that agreeable to sharks, and while they might go to more 
effort with a succulent seal, a surfer in a wet suit may be a less attractive proposition. 
 
Not that Matthew was wearing a wet suit. He was attired only in the clothes in which he had gone for 
dinner at the restaurant, minus his shoes, of course, which he had dropped on the sand before he started 
to paddle. When he felt the shark brush against him, though, he felt the sleeve of his shirt rip, exposing 
more flesh to the sea. He thought that an exposed part was a more tempting target than one that was 
clothed. 
 
His reaction was neither to fight off his attacker nor to spend his remaining seconds on this earth in the 
contemplation of the life that he had led. He didn´t because he lost consciousness. The human mind, faced 
with its end, can simply blot out the unacceptable; refuse to believe what seems to be inevitable. He 
opened his eyes wide to the sight of the creature approaching him in the water; to its fin, which was rather 
floppy, he noticed. 
 
He became briefly unconscious, possibly through relief, possibly through shock, possibly through a 
combination of both. But his unconsciousness did not last long, as he was partly aware of being in the 
water and being pulled by this creature. He felt waves break over him; he felt the tug of water; and then he 
felt sand beneath his feet, just under his toes. And with one final tumble, he felt himself pushed into the 
line of surf right at the edge of the beach. There was foam; there was water in his mouth; there was sand in 
his nostrils. He spluttered; he dragged himself up onto the dry sand, which stuck to his wet skin like a layer 
of icing on a cake. 
 
He lay down on the beach, gasping. Then he rolled over, and with his head cushioned by the sand he stared 
up at the sky, the star-studded sky that he had looked at from the water and which he had decided, then 
and there, he loved so much. Everything was precious beyond price. He remained there, gradually taking in 
what had happened. Rising to his feet he brushed the sand off his face and hands. Relief at still being alive 
had obscured any thought of Elspeth. She would think him drowned. He glanced at his watch; the 
manufacturer’s claim of waterproofing had proved to be well founded and it had survived the ocean. Then 
an unsettling thought struck him. What if, unbeknown to him, Elspeth had gone in the water after him and 
had herself been swept away by the same rip tide? 

Adapted from: ‘The Unbearable Lightness of Scones’ (Alexander McCall Smith) 
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0. Sharks … 

a. are only spotted at night 
b. are unrelated to benevolence 
c. swim in deep waters   

1. While he was in the water, Matthew … 

a. avoided making sudden movements 

b. focused on maintaining his body temperature 

c. tried to drag himself to the surface 
 

2. A possible response to a shark’s attack… 

a. is to remain as quiet as possible 

b. may disrupt their conduct 

c. shows an attempt to swim away 
 

3. The clothes that Matthew was wearing… 

a. concealed part of his body 

b. could trigger the shark’s frenzy 

c. must’ve been appropriate 
 

4. When dealing with an unacceptable ending, 

a. recollecting past memories can help 

b. the brain tends to wipe thoughts out 

c. tuning with one’s mind is favourable 
 

5. Matthew was slowly waking up as he… 

a. felt he was drowning 

b. felt the creature move away from him 

c. was being washed over by the water 
 

6. When he reached the sand, Matthew… 

a. felt distressed about Elspeth 

b. had blurry thoughts about the previous events 

c. understood his watch company was unreliable 
 

 

QUESTIONS 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 

ANSWERS b       
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PART 2. 
Read the following descriptions (7-12) of independent bookstores and match them with the statement   
(A- H) that best suits them, as in the example (0-X). There are two extra sentences you do not need to 
use. 

INDEPENDENT BOOKSTORES 
 

0. Example: Cărturești Carusel 

Built in 1903 by a Greek family, this Bucharest site once housed the Chrissoveloni Bank headquarters. 

However, the bank was confiscated by the Communist regime. Years later, the grandson of the original 

family who established the bank bought back the site to transform the space into a three-story bookstore 

with its own tearoom and dreamy balconies. 
 

7. Marcus Books 
The oldest institution specializing in African American literature and history, Marcus Books has long 
been the center for Black individuals to celebrate and learn about their culture. Beyond being a 
renowned bookstore, it played an integral role during the civil rights movement as a safe meeting 
space for activists to gather before and after protests. Notable figures such as Malcolm X have 
hosted readings and patronized the shop filled with over 6,000 selections from Black authors. 
 

8. Ateneo Grand Splendid 
Over 180,000 books call a 100-year-old theater—complete with ornate balconies, fresco-painted 
dome ceiling, and red velvet stage curtains—home in the heart of the Recoleta neighborhood of 
Buenos Aires. The atmosphere is relaxed, with patrons fluttering between the stacks of books and 
quaint café, but echoes of the theater’s glory days, when Argentina’s most celebrated tango 
performers would glide across the stage, can still be heard. 
 

9. City Lights Bookstore 
Poet Lawrence Ferlinghetti and sociology professor Peter D. Martin founded the City Lights 
Bookstore as a gathering place for San Francisco’s literary community in 1953. Soon, poets and 
scholars began to flood to the shop to share new works and discuss progressive ideas amongst the 
stacks and handwritten messages on the walls. City Lights also houses its own publishing house which 
famously printed Allen Ginsberg’s Howl and Other Poems. 
 

10. Libreria Acqua Alta 
You may think putting a bookstore beside a canal that floods every year would result in nothing 
more than disaster. However, the owners of Libreria Acqua Alta keep their thousands of books in 
traditional Venetian gondola boats and bathtubs to protect their collection from rising water. To top 
it off, you’ll most likely be greeted by a playful cat sitting on top of the towers of magazines, books, 
and postcards. 
 

11. Honesty Bookshop 
Nicknamed the “World’s First Book Town,” the streets of Hay-on-Wye, Wales are lined with 
bookshelves and cozy bookstores. Honesty Bookshop just so happens to be the town’s most grand as 
it's tucked away on the historic grounds of Hay Castle. Since the 1960s, the open-air bookstore 
operates 24-hours a day, making it easy to always have a new tale on hand. 
 

12. Wuguan Books 
Upon entering this Taiwanese warehouse-turned-literary spot, you may think you’re witnessing 
nearly 400 books float in mid-air. Design studio Chu Chih-kang Space Design made the decision to 
only illuminate the books in an effort to keep guests' focus on the works rather than outside 
distractions. While the rest of the bookstore is left extremely dark, there are well-lit reading areas 
and a coffee bar for patrons to rest as they flip through different selections. 

Adapted from: https://www.veranda.com/luxury-lifestyle/books-to-read/g34677834/best-independent-bookstores/ 

http://www.veranda.com/luxury-lifestyle/books-to-read/g34677834/best-independent-bookstores/
http://www.veranda.com/luxury-lifestyle/books-to-read/g34677834/best-independent-bookstores/
http://www.veranda.com/luxury-lifestyle/books-to-read/g34677834/best-independent-bookstores/
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STATEMENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARAGRAPHS 0 7 8 9 10 11 12 

QUESTIONS X       

 

Which bookstore…? 

X. Example 0: has a troubled past. 

 

A. boasts a dazzling interior 

B. fosters intellectual exchange 

C. highlights the books themselves 

D. puts on colorful performances 

E. is a hub for community action 

F. is set apart from the competition 

G. must overcome the elements 

H. suffers frequent water damage 
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PART 3. 
Read the following text and choose the sentences which best fit each gap from the list supplied. 
Then write the corresponding letter in the appropriate white box on the following page as in the 
example (0-G). Two of these sentences are not to be used. 
 

BAD NEWS: EATING LOCAL, ORGANIC WON'T SHRINK YOUR CARBON FOOTPRINT 

 

If you're paying more for local and organic groceries because you care about the environment, here's 

some bad news: (0)   ___ G___     . The good news is that scientists have done the math on dietary 

changes that can make a difference. 

With the UN's annual climate conference underway in Bonn, you might be thinking about ways you 
can do your part to fight climate change. Many online recommendations for reducing your carbon 
footprint include buying local and organic as a way to reduce your carbon footprint. So even two 
scientists who did the calculations, published in separate studies earlier this year, were also surprised. 
"There's a perception that organic agriculture is a lot more sustainable than conventional agriculture 
is, so I guess I was kind of predisposed to believe that too until I looked at the data," said Michael 
Clark, a PhD student at the University of Minnesota's department of natural resources science and 
management. 

Clark compared the environmental impacts of different food production practices by compiling the 
energy and land use, as well as other environmental impacts calculated in 164 different scientific 
papers on 742 food production systems. (13) ___________. The study found that organic and 
conventional agriculture "did not differ significantly in their greenhouse gas emissions." 

Less energy, more land 

 
Organic agriculture used 25 to 110 per cent more land than conventional agriculture — not ideal— 
but 15 per cent less energy. That's largely because yields are lower with organic agriculture, but a lot 
of energy is needed to make synthetic fertilizers and pesticides. 

Carbon footprints are similar in the production of organic and conventional foods. Considerable 
energy is needed to make chemical fertilizers and pesticides, but organic and conventional food 
production emit about the same total amount of carbons. (14) ___________, offsetting the lower 
emissions from energy use in organic production, the study found. 

Some of Clark's other findings were: 

 Grass-fed beef generates 19 per cent more emissions per kilogram than grain-fed beef, 
largely because grass is less nutritionally dense. (15) ___________. They grow more 
slowly, and must be raised for a longer time before slaughter, generating more 
emissions. 

But what about locally grown foods? Shouldn't it make a difference that your food wasn't flown halfway 

around the world? Seth Wynes, a PhD student in the Department of Geography at the University of 

British Columbia, did a similar analysis to Clark in July, but (16) ___________. His paper was also 

published in Environmental Research Letters. 

Wynes found that while buying local can have other benefits, such as supporting local 
communities and knowing where your food comes from, "in terms of your emissions, it's just not a big 
deal. "The difference is so small that by taking a short drive to pick up local food, you could end up 
generating more emissions than if you walked to the nearest store to grab something imported. 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/cop23-bonn-5-things-1.4144311
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Go vegetarian or buy a hybrid car? 
On the other hand, both Wynes and Clark found that switching to a plant-based diet could make a 
huge difference. Wynes found going from omnivore to vegetarian could reduce your personal carbon 
emissions by about 0.8 tonnes per year — (17)___________ . Going from omnivore to vegan 
would reduce your emissions by 0.9 tonnes per year. 

In an earlier study using the same data set as his more recent study, he found that global emissions 
from food production will increase by 80 per cent by 2050, from 2.27 billion to 4.1 billion tonnes of 
carbon per year, if current dietary and income trends continue. If everyone switched to a vegetarian 
diet, they would instead decrease by 55 per cent to 1.02 billion tonnes of carbon per year. 

While some critics question whether individual actions can have a significant impact compared to 
government policies, the researchers say their numbers show that eating less meat — and especially 
none at all — will. “It will absolutely be enough to make a difference” Clark said. (18) ___________, 
as those by far generate the most emissions. 

 

A. A BIGGER DIFFERENCE THAN REPLACING YOUR GASOLINE-POWERED CAR WITH A 
HYBRID 

B. CATTLE NEED TO EAT MORE GRASS TO GET THE SAME NUTRITION AS THEY  WOULD FROM 
A SMALLER AMOUNT OF GRAIN 

C. FOCUSED ON DIFFERENT RECOMMENDED “GREEN” LIFESTYLE CHOICES RATHER THAN FOOD 
PRODUCTION 

D. HE RECOMMENDS STARTING BY REDUCING THE AMOUNT OF BEEF, GOAT  AND LAMB IN 
YOUR DIET 

E. HE PUBLISHED THE RESULTS IN JUNE IN THE OPEN ACCESS JOURNAL ENVIRONMENTAL 
RESEARCH LETTERS 

F. SCIENCE SHOWS WHAT IS GREENER 

G. SCIENCE SHOWS YOUR EFFORTS WON'T HAVE MUCH IMPACT ON YOUR  CARBON 
EMISSIONS 

H. THAT'S PARTLY BECAUSE ORGANIC FERTILIZERS TEND TO CAUSE THE        
RELEASE OF NITROUS OXIDE, A POTENT GREENHOUSE GAS 

I. TO FEED BEEF, A MIXTURE OF MOSS, ROCKWEED AND KELP CAN BE ADDED     
TO THEIR DIET 

 

Adapted from: CBC News/Technology & Science https://goo.gl/kCYSMg 

 

QUESTIONS 0 13 14 15 16 17 18 

ANSWERS G       

 

http://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/aa7541/meta#erlaa7541f1
http://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/aa7541/meta#erlaa7541f1
http://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/aa6cd5/meta
http://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/aa6cd5/meta
http://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/aa6cd5/meta
https://goo.gl/kCYSMg
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PART 4. 
You are going to read a text about the story of the blues. For questions 19-26 choose the option (a, b 
or c) that best fits each space, as in the example (0-c). 

 

Music: the story of the Blues by R Springer 

What is - or what are - the Blues? The Blues is a feeling, most African Americans will tell you. If 

your girl or boyfriend leaves you, for instance, it's quite likely you'll feel (0) ………….. or 

dejected for days. In other words, you'll feel blue; you'll have the blues. What few African 

Americans will tell you is that the origin of the expression isn't black and American, but English, 

(19) ………….. today it's usually associated with African Americans. In 16th century England, 

people who were depressed were said to be  (20) by the "blue devils". Later, in 1807, 

American   author   Washington   Irving   already   talked   about   "having   a fit of   the   blues". 
 
But the blues today is generally understood as being a type of music which expresses the feeling of 

depression which was once common to African Americans, due to oppression, segregation and 

problems with the other sex. This may be the reason why African Americans used to say "White men 

can't have the blues", at least not the same kind of blues... […]  

Thanks to this circumstance, we are now reasonably certain that the country blues 

(21)………….. in the Mississippi Delta (an area in the state of Mississippi which must not be confused 

with the Delta of the Mississippi river in Louisiana). Blacks here once (22) ………….. over 90% of the 

population, and were heavily exploited and oppressed. Typically in this original form of blues, a 

black sharecropper would sing about (23) his ………….., while accompanying himself on the guitar. 

[…] 

From the 40's onwards, they converted to electric instruments, and began to play a new form of 

blues, louder, more aggressive, which came   to   be   called   "urban   blues".   In   the 50's, Muddy 

Waters and Howlin’ Wolf were among the major (24) ………….. of this type of music,   and   later   

served    as    models    imitated    by    many    sixties    groups    such    as the Rolling Stones and the  

Animals. […] 

Still, it is quite clear that today the blues, as an independent (25) ………….., is no longer considered 

as very fashionable. Yet with its easy-to-learn three-chord structure, it is a convenient springboard 

for musical improvisation. It has had a wide influence on modern popular music of many 

(26)………….., and on musicians who wish to return to the roots of modern popular music before 

jumping off in another, perhaps new, direction.  
From: https://linguapress.com/advanced/the-blues-story.htm 
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QUESTIONS ANSWERS 

        0.     a. ANNOYED b. BORED c. SAD 

19.  a. ALTHOUGH b. BESIDES c. UNLESS 

20.  a. FOLLOWED b. PERSECUTED c. PROSECUTED 

21.  a. CAUSED b. CONCLUDED c. ORIGINATED 

22.  a. BROUGHT UP  b. COME UP c. MADE UP 

23.  a. BURDEN b. HARDSHIPS c. OBLIVION 

24.  a. EXEMPTIONS b. EXPONENTS c. OPPOSERS 

25.  a. GENRE b. SOUL c. TYPE 

26.         a. ANALOGIES        b. RESEMBLANCES        c. VARIETIES 

 

GAP 0 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

ANSWER c         

 


