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How do we read in real life?
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A. a timetable?
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What am I testing?

Which reading skills do you use when you read:

A. a timetable?

B. a newspaper? 

C. a poem?

How do we read in real life?



What am I testing?

Types of reading

Linear 
and slow

Careful 
reading

Skimming

Scanning

Search 
reading

Fast 
reading



What am I testing?

Activity 1: which type of reading?

Read the questions first. Then read the next four passages about four cities 
quickly and selectively to find the answers.

1. In which city was a new theatre built recently?

2. Which city has the largest percentage of postgraduate students?



What am I testing?

Activity 2: which type of reading?

You are going to read part of the autobiography of a surfing instructor. For
questions 1–9, choose from the sections A–E. You have 5 minutes to complete
these questions.

In which section does the writer mention:

1. feeling satisfaction that her determination resulted in better 
performance?

2. a change that helped her pursue her hobby?



What am I testing?

Activity 3: which type of reading?

You have 1 minute to quickly read through the 1,000-word article and 
respond to the following question:

What is this text about?

A.

B.

C.



What am I testing?

Activity 4: which type of reading?

Read this extract from a novel. For questions 31–36 choose the correct answer.

Question 33

What does the writer suggest about Sandy’s clothes?

A. They made it unlikely that she would be spotted.

B. She was wearing them because she belonged to a skiing team.

C. They were too heavy for the conditions.

D. She had chosen them with care.
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B2

B2
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I T U S W G P N T H R X Y V T  

D S J A N U A R Y P S W L H H  

X Q C K M M D V O X H S N I S  
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1) Departure/arrival point for long journeys

2) Mobile home

3) A study of the past

4) The world-wide web

5) The first month of the western calendar

6) A get-together for a celebration

7) Flowers, herbs, shrubs

8) Your arms hang from these!

9) Dawn

10) Animal footprints

What am I testing?

Training scanning
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What am I testing?

Improving reading fluency (speed) and 
accuracy

Not every word is equally as important. Some words are 
critical to the sentence and cannot be removed, while others 
can be removed without much loss in meaning. One key to 
speed reading is learning to identify and prioritise your focus 
on those important words.
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What am I testing?

Improving reading fluency (speed) and 
accuracy

Not every word is equally as 
important. Some words are 
critical to the sentence and 
cannot be removed, while 
others can be 
removed without much loss
in meaning. One key to 
speed reading is learning to 
identify and prioritise your 
focus on those important 
words.
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Repeated timed readings
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What am I 
testing?

Cognitive processes 
during reading 
comprehension



What am I testing?

What do we do when we read?



Recognise and 
understand a word

Understand the 
basic meaning of a 
phrase or sentence

B1

Understand 
implied meaning 

(‘read between the 
lines’)

Understand 
information across 

sentences or a 
paragraph

B1/B2

Understand 
information across 

a whole text
C1

Understand and 
combine 

information across 
texts

What am I testing?

What do we do when we read?

A1-A2



What am I testing?

Skilled readers…

set goals and decide 
on skills to use

use knowledge and 
make predictions

monitor their own 
comprehension

re-read, where 
necessary
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Developing reading skills
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What am I testing?

Task 1: which cognitive processes?

`Twas brillig, and the slithy toves
Did gyre and gimble in the wabe:
All mimsy were the borogoves,
And the mome raths outgrabe.

From Carroll (1872) Through the Looking-Glass and What Alice Found There

Question 1: What did the toves do?

a) They wabed.

b) They gyred and gimbled.

c) They brilliged.
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What am I testing?

Task 2: which cognitive processes?

`Twas brillig, and the slithy toves
Did gyre and gimble in the wabe:
All mimsy were the borogoves,
And the mome raths outgrabe.

Question 2: Which word describes the raths?



Question 3. 

What did the son in this poem intend to 
do?

A. He intended to play with the 
Jabberwock.

B. He intended to take a nap under 
the Tumtum tree.

C. He intended to attack the 
Jabberwock.

What am I testing?

Task 3: which cognitive processes?

‘Beware the Jabberwock, my son! 

The jaws that bite, the claws that catch! 

Beware the Jubjub bird, and shun 

The frumious Bandersnatch!’

He took his vorpal sword in hand: 

Long time the manxome foe he sought. 

So rested he by the Tumtum tree, 

And stood awhile in thought.



What am I testing?

Task 4: which cognitive processes?

You are going to read four reviews of a book. For questions 1–4 choose from 
reviews A–D.

Which reviewer:

1. has a different opinion from the others on Smith’s work?

2. expresses a similar view to reviewer B on modern architecture?



What am I testing?

The most challenging task(s)?

Which of the last four tasks is the most challenging?
Task 1

Task 2

Task 3

Task 4
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Predicting

Paraphrasing

Recognise 
text 

structure

Reading 
‘between 
the lines’

Main idea vs. 
supporting 

detail

Compare 
information 
in a text and 
across texts

Vocabulary, 
grammar 

and sentence 
structure

What am I testing?

Practising reading skills



What am I testing?

What helps your students predict the content of a text?

Practising metacognitive skills: predicting 
content



What am I testing?

What helps your students predict the content of a text?

Title Pictures

Background 
knowledgeText type

Practising metacognitive skills: predicting 
content



How should I read 
this text? Carefully? 

Quickly?

Do I have to pull 
information from the 

entire text rather 
than just from one 

sentence or 
paragraph?

Are there any clues 
that I can use?

Practising metacognitive skills: setting goals

What am I testing?



How did the writer’s attitude 
change during the passage?

Practising metacognitive skills: setting goals

What am I testing?



Practising metacognitive skills: monitoring 
understanding

What am I testing?

✓ Predict

✓ Set goals

✓ Monitor your own understanding

✓ Reread, if necessary



Practising metacognitive skills: monitoring 
understanding

What am I testing?

✓ Predict

✓ Set goals

✓ Monitor your own understanding

✓ Reread, if necessary

but…

✓ Don’t dwell on unfamiliar words



How am I testing?
Why am I 
testing?

Who am I 
testing?

What am I 
testing?

How am I 
testing?

How am I 
scoring?

How is my 
test 

benefiting 
learners?

What are the Reading 
test tasks?



Reading 
comprehension: 

text types



How am I testing?

What do you read in everyday life?

What do you usually read? (in English or another language)?



How am I testing?

What do you read in everyday life?

extracts from 
books (fiction & 

non-fiction)

newspaper & 
magazine 

articles

advertisements
public signs and 

notices

informational 
material: 

brochures, 
guides, manuals

correspondence: 
text messages, 

emails…

What do you usually read? (in English or another language)?



How am I testing?

What do you read in everyday life?

What are the differences between the types of material you 

read?



How am I testing?

What do you read in everyday life?

length

style (formal / 
informal)

language

purpose

subject matter 
(specialised / 

general)

nature of 
information 
(concrete / 
abstract)

text structure



LESS DIFFICULT MORE DIFFICULT

Personal

Familiar

Concrete

No specialist knowledge 
required

Non-personal

Unfamiliar

Abstract

Specialist knowledge 
required

How am I testing?

Task difficulty: topic / type of information



LESS DIFFICULT MORE DIFFICULT

Simple sentences only

Short sentences only

Common, highly frequent words 
only

Complex sentences

Long sentences

Complex and sophisticated 
words

How am I testing?

Task difficulty: language



LESS DIFFICULT MORE DIFFICULT

Simple text structure and 
language

Description

Narration

Instruction

Complex text structure and 
language

Description

Narration

Instruction

Exposition

Argumentation

How am I testing?

Task difficulty: discourse mode



Abstract information

Reviews of a book about how 
architecture can affect the 
emotions

How am I testing?

Task difficulty: example



Reading 
comprehension: 

task types



How am I testing?

Selected-response task types

• Multiple choice 

• Multiple matching

• True / False or Right / Wrong / Doesn’t say  

• Gapped text tasks with missing words / sentences / 
paragraphs and fixed answer options



How am I testing?

(Semi-) productive task types

• Gapped text tasks with missing words or phrases

• Gapped text information transfer



How am I testing?

Productive task types

• Short answer questions

• Integrated reading and writing or reading 
and speaking



How am I testing?

Which task type is this?



How am I testing?

Which task type is this?



How am I testing?

Which task type is this?



Advantages Disadvantages

• Receptive skills only

• Not a real-life task

• Open to guessing

• Negative impact on teaching 
and learning

How am I testing?

Multiple choice: pros and cons

• Relatively easy to construct

• Quick to administer and mark

• Objective 

• Wide coverage of reading skills

• Multiple observations of each 
aspect of ability



Advantages Disadvantages

• Clear guidance for task 
completion is required

• Learner should be aware of 
predetermined assessment 
criteria

How am I testing?

Information transfer: pros and cons

• Relatively realistic

• Tests understanding of process, 
classification or narrative 
sequence



Advantages Disadvantages

• Somewhat inefficient

• Difficult to score

• Subjective judgement

• Cross-task / ability 
contamination

How am I testing?

Integrated skills tasks: pros and cons

• Realistic

• Motivating

• Variety of reading skills and 
processes

• More like learning than testing



How am I testing?

No ‘best’ way to test reading comprehension

• No right or wrong task type as:
o each has advantages and limitations

o each is suitable for different purposes.

• A variety of task types in a test
o avoids advantaging or disadvantaging your learners

o allows coverage of a broad range of reading skills.



How am I testing?

Factors which affect task fairness
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• Are the tasks at the right level of difficulty?
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How am I testing?

Factors which affect task fairness

• Are the tasks at the right level of difficulty?

• Are the instructions clear?

• Is there a range of tasks?

• Are the items / tasks in a justifiable order?

• Is the timing for each part of the test appropriate?

• Are the marking criteria clear to the test takers?



Why am I 
testing?

Who am I 
testing?

What am I 
testing?

How am I 
testing?

How am I 
scoring?

How is my 
test 

benefiting 
learners?

How am I 
scoring:

• What are the 
criteria? 

• How do we 
weight tasks?

• How can we 
make sure that 
tests are reliably 
marked?



How am I scoring?

Why am I 
testing?

Who am I 
testing?

What am I 
testing?

How am I 
testing?

How am I 
scoring?

How is my 
test 

benefiting 
learners?• What are the criteria?

• How do we weight tasks?
• How can we make sure that tests 

are reliably marked?



How am I scoring?

Scoring

How should you score a multiple-choice question?

• a correct answer?

• an incorrect answer?



Incorrect answers Correct answer

• 1 mark

• 2 marks

How am I scoring?

Weighting

• 0 marks



How am I scoring?

Scoring guidance

• Spelling 
o alternative spelling (colour / color)

o misspelling

• Punctuation 
o capitalisation

• Grammar



Fair 
reading 

tests

Suitable test 
construct 
and task 
difficulty

Range of 
appropriate 

texts

Range of 
task types

Clarity on 
scoring

Clarity on 
timing

How am I scoring?

Fair reading tests



Reading tasks

• Read and Improve: 
https://readandimprove.englishlanguageitutoring.com/ 

https://readandimprove.englishlanguageitutoring.com/


Thank you!

Any questions?

/CambridgeEnglish @CambridgeEng /CambridgeEnglishTV
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