
Developing English 
through literacy in the 
Primary classroom



Agenda

 Main considerations around reading
 Developing reading in Primary
 Developing English through stories
 Making the most of reading resources



How do you develop reading in 
the Primary classroom? 

What resources do you use?



Process reading vs 
product reading

Picture 
books

Stories

Comic 
strips

Comprehension 
activities



What is challenging about 
working on reading in class?



Process

Time

Engagement



Recognise and 
understand a word

Understand the 
basic meaning of a 
phrase or sentence

B1

Understand 
implied meaning 

(‘read between the 
lines’)

B2

Understand 
information across 

sentences or a 
paragraph

B1/B2
Understand 

information across 
a whole text

C1

Understand and 
combine 

information across 
texts

A1-A2

What do we do when we read?
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Awareness of 
text structure

Practise switching between 
careful and fast reading in 

one task 

Introduce other fast reading subskills

Fast reading 
 Introduce scanning

Careful readingAll levels

B1

B2

C1 and beyond

B2

Reading subskills



Developing reading in 
Primary



From words to sentences



https://www.flippity.net/

From words to sentences



From words to sentences



From words to sentences



Choose a picture.
Select a part of it and 
ask some questions 

about it.

From words to sentences



What can you 
see?

Where are the 
boys?

What are they 
doing?

How are they 
feeling?

What other 
things or people 

can you see?

Pre A1 
Starters 

Reading & 
Writing Part 2

From words to sentences



Choose a picture. Select a part of it. Show them the rest 
of the picture.

From words to sentences



What can you see?

Where are they? 

What are they doing?

How are they feeling?

What other things or people 

are there in the picture?

From words to sentences



 How many cows are there?

 Where’s the dog?

 What colour is the dog?

 What other things can you 
see?

From words to sentences



Choose a picture. Select a part of it.
Show them the rest 

of the picture.

Now cover the 
picture.

From words to sentences



Choose a picture. Select a part of it.
Show them the rest 

of the picture.

Now cover the 
picture.

Give them some 
sentences. Are they 

right or wrong?

From words to sentences



From words to sentences



Choose a picture. Select a part of it.
Show them the rest 

of the picture.

Now cover the 
picture.

Give them some 
sentences. Are they 

right or wrong?

Give them another 
picture. Ask them to 

write some sentences 
about it.

From words to sentences



From words to sentences





Actions?



Actions?



Places?



Places?

mountains

cities

bus station
island



Objects?



sandwich

rucksack

flowers

bus

Objects?



Actions?

Places?

Objects?



With your Young Learners’ hat…

Can you write a sentence about the picture?

From words to sentences



With your Young Learners’ hat…

Can you write a sentence about the picture?

From words to sentences

There are pink 
flowers.

Two birds are 
flying in the sky.

The girl and her father 
are going to the bus 

station.



From sentences to texts



From words to texts

a. ________________________ I’m fine thanks. 

b. ________________________ I had cereal. 

c. ________________________ No, I didn’t. 

d. ________________________ I went to the shop to get some bread. 

e. ________________________ So did I. 

f. ________________________ Yes, I did. 

Can you think of 
questions/ 
prompts to 

match these 
responses?

M
iroshniche…

 (2020) available on Pexels



• Who are Michael and Sally? Students, 
friends. 

• Which places do they talk about? Sally’s 
home / school 

• Where are they now? Outside school 

• Were they both at school yesterday? No 
(Sally was ill at home).

Skimming and scanning

Aiming 
high

From sentences to texts



Ask students to share ideas for each 
gap one by one, before giving Sally’s 
dialogue.From sentences to texts



Ask students to share ideas for each 
gap one by one, before giving Sally’s 
dialogue.

Tell students to complete the rest of 
the task individually. 

From sentences to texts



Ask students to share ideas for each 
gap one by one, before giving Sally’s 
dialogue.

Tell students to complete the rest of 
the task individually. 

Compare answers in pairs, then 
check as a whole class. 

From sentences to texts



Have you tried these (or similar) 
activites with your students?

What other activities have you tried?

Share your experience with the person 
next to you…



Moving on to stories…

In your everyday communication…

 When did you last ‘tell a story’?
 Who did you tell it to?
 When did you last ‘hear a 

story’?
 Can you remember it? 
 Why?



Why are stories such a powerful tool 
in second language acquisition? 



“Telling stories is one of the natural ways we communicate with the people 
around us. Story-telling and story-making are fundamental elements of 
human communication (…). Using stories in a language lesson can be really 
effective because students are hardwired to engage with a story if it 
interests them.”

Karen Saxby



“Stories provide shared contexts for natural language development and are a 
powerful vehicle for learning.  Stories appeal to children’s emotions and develop 
their imaginations.

Stories also open children’s minds to new ideas and engage them as thinkers with 
issues that are relevant and real.”

Carol Read's 101 Tips for Teaching Primary Children Paperback Pocket Editions
Cambridge Handbooks for Language Teachers

https://www.google.it/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=bibliogroup:%22Cambridge+Handbooks+for+Language+Teachers%22&source=gbs_metadata_r&cad=2


Language

4 skills

Familiar 
context Imagination

Emotional 
reaction

Interest



A1 Movers 
Reading & 

Writing Part 5Exploiting stories



A C

B

C

Exploiting stories







 Introduction of key vocabulary before first reading is only done if absolutely necessary – it is very 
important not to pre-stress the listener 

 Use of open-ended questions during reading
 Allowing a child to predict the meaning of a word from the context
 Rich explanation from the reader during reading: 

 providing a definition/synonym, 
 miming the word,
 using it in a different but familiar context

Exploiting stories

Remember: interruptions to a story should 
never happen at first exposure. 



Exploiting stories



What can you see?
Exploiting stories



What other questions can you ask?Exploiting stories



Where do you think this is? 

What is the weather 
like? 

Where is the boat going? 

Why is the boat going 
to the island? 

Is the boat a fishing boat? 

Are the people on the boat on holiday or 
at work (e.g. as a fisherman)? 

How many people are on the boat? 

What are their names? 

What is the building on the island? 
Where are the people on the 
boat  going to eat? 

Exploiting stories



 Tell the students you have a story to tell 
them about the picture. 

 Read the story aloud (from the exam task) 
and ask students to listen very carefully 
because some of the words are missing. 

When you read aloud, make a buzzing 
noise to indicate where the missing words 
are.

Exploiting stories



Give the students the task.

 Ask students to read the story and focus on before 
and after each gap, thinking about what type of 
word they think would be a good choice. 

 Ask students to fill in the gaps with the correct 
words. 



Which title?

buys pizza Harry (Harry buys pizza) 

boat on a lunch (Lunch on a boat) 

cooks the new (The new cooks) 

Exploiting stories



Which title?

buys pizza Harry (Harry buys pizza) 

boat on a lunch (Lunch on a boat) 

cooks the new (The new cooks) 

Exploiting stories
Ask students to choose the title that fits the story. 



Body language

Voice

Help your 
students to 

understand the 
story

Develop 
confidence in 

speaking

More powerful

Reading a story is not 
the same as telling a 
story

Exploiting stories



Exploiting stories



Do you remember what 
happened in the previous unit?

Ask students to take turns to tell 
the story.

What will happen next?



Setting the mood for stories

Arman’s 
journey

Big Hair 
Day Book boy



Setting the mood for stories



Brainstorm what the stories will be about.

Where are 
they? What are they 

talking about?

How are they 
feeling?

What are their 
names?

Tell me about 
the …

Pixabay (2017) at Pexels.com

Setting the mood for stories



Get your students into groups of three or four and ask them to 
choose one of the story titles and draw their story.

Padriñán (2016) at Pexels.com

Setting the mood for stories



Setting the mood for stories

Cottonbro studio (2020) at 
Pexels.com

Groups should exchange their pictures 
and write the story based on the pictures.



Setting the mood for stories

Have you tried using music?

Who are the 
characters?

Where are 
they?

What is 
happening 
to them? How are 

they feeling?

What could 
they be 
talking 
about?

What is 
happening 

next?
What title 
would you 

give to each 
piece?



Using realia to encourage story-making

Setting the mood for stories



Setting the mood for stories





Choose several stories 
and cut out their 

sentences.

Divide your students into 
groups of three.

Put the sentences of each 
story on a classroom wall, 
don’t put them in order.

Students need to name a 
scribe and two 

messengers.

The messengers will take 
turns to go to their wall, read 
the sentence and dictate the 

sentence to the scribe.

They will have to put the 
sentences in the correct 

order.

Exploiting stories
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Mix 
different 
stories



 Story delivery 
 Story content/structure
 Story repetition 

Exploiting stories



A good story …

 needs a clear beginning, middle and end
 needs to include some kind of tension created through a basic conceptual contrast
 would benefit from repeated language patterns to encourage active engagement
 should engage the reader/listener emotionally
 should prompt curiosity about the characters and their situation: students will 

want to know what will happen to them, and what they will do.  

Exploiting stories













alien    astronaut    planet
spaceship   meet
space    friendly

chat    



alien    astronaut
Invite

delicious   sandwich    
juice     hungry  

happy      



aliens     astronaut
home    spaceship
sandwich     juice

enjoy    thank 



alien    astronaut    planet
spaceship   meet
space    friendly

chat    

alien    astronaut
Invite

delicious   sandwich    
juice     hungry  

happy      

aliens astronaut
home    spaceship
sandwich     juice

enjoy    thank 



The astronaut is on a planet. He meets an alien. They chat. 
The alien invites the astronaut to his home for a sandwich 
and some juice. The astronaut thanks the aliens. 



The astronaut is on a planet. He meets an alien. They chat. 
The alien invites the astronaut to his home for a sandwich 
and some juice. The astronaut thanks the aliens. 



The astronaut is on a planet. He meets an alien. They chat. 
The alien invites the astronaut to his home for a sandwich 
and some juice. The astronaut thanks the aliens. 



Frank the astronaut is on a planet called Zero. He meets Wifi, 
an alien. They chat. Wifi invites Frank to his home for a salad 
sandwich and some orange juice. Frank thanks the aliens. 



Frank the astronaut is on a planet called Zero. He meets Wifi, 
an alien. They chat. Wifi invites Frank to his home for a salad 
sandwich and some orange juice. Frank thanks the aliens. 



When Frank the astronaut is on a planet called Zero,  he 
meets Wifi, an alien. They chat. Later, Wifi invites Frank to 
his home for a salad sandwich and some orange juice. Frank 
thanks the aliens because the sandwich is delicious.



When Frank the astronaut is on a planet called Zero,  he 
meets Wifi, an alien. They chat. Later, Wifi invites Frank to 
his home for a salad sandwich and some orange juice. Frank 
thanks the aliens because the sandwich is delicious.



When, Frank the astronaut is on a planet called Zero,  he 
meets Wifi, an alien. “Hello, I’m Wifi”, says the alien. They 
chat.  Later, Wifi invites Frank to his home.  “Would you like a 
salad sandwich and some orange juice?”  Frank thanks the 
aliens because the sandwich is delicious. 



1. This is easy. 

2. This is a bit difficult.

3. This is the most difficult thing 

for me.

4. I should work more on…

5. I am ok with…

a. new vocabulary

b. long sentences 

c. choosing a title for the text

d. choosing the correct answer

e. paying attention

Reflection and self-assessment



Thank you!
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